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A. de Watteville has resigned from the editorship, of Brain. 

The new Owatonna, Minn., Hospital was opened January. 5. 

Dr. Theodore Kirch hoff has been dppjointed professor of psychi¬ 
atrics at Kiel. 

Dr. Kern has been appointed superintendent of the State Hospital 
for the Insane at Hastings, Neb. 

Dr. William Browning has been appointed consulting neurologist 
.to the Long Island State Hospital at Flatbush. 

It is stated that the two New’ Jersey State Hospitals for the Insane 
contain 150 insane criminals. 

Dr. Jean M. Wilson, pathologist to the Delaware Hospital for the 
Insane, has sent in his resignation. 

Dr. W. D. Zoethout has been appointed laboratory professor of 
neurology in Rush Medical College, Chicago, Ill. 

The new Central State Hospital at Petersburg, Va., has recently 
been opened, and has accommodations for 160 patients. 

Dr. Henry Foster, founder of the sanitarium at Clifton Springs, 
N. Y., died suddenly January 15, of heart disease. 

Dr. Metius M. Eckelmann receives $100 a year from Elkhart 
County, Ind., for caring for the sick in its asylum. 

The new building at the State Hospital for the Insane at Harris¬ 
burg, Pa., has been opened. It will accommodate 300 patients. 

Dr. Thomas E. Hoxie, of Spangle, Wash., has been appointed as¬ 
sistant physician at the Eastern Hospital for the Insane at Medical Lake, 
Wash. 

The legislature will be asked to appropriate $40,000 for a cottage 
and other improvements at the Michigan Asylum for the Insane at 
Kalamazoo. 1 

Dr. Alexander Young, of Arcadia, has been appointed assistant 
physician at the State Hospital for the Insane at Norfolk by the Gov¬ 
ernor of Nebraska. 

Dr. R. P. Winterode has been appointed pathologist at the' Mary¬ 
land Hospital for the Insane at Catonsville, to succeed Dr. Cornelius 
Deweese, who recently resigned. 

The Bibliography of American Neurology and Psychiatry, on' ad-- 
ve'rtising pages xviii and xx, is becoming valuable. It already contains 
over 800 references, and furnishes a complete index of American litera¬ 
ture on these subjects. 

A bill establishing a State hospital for dipsomaniacs and other in¬ 
ebriates is to be introduced at this session of the Indiana Legislature by 
Senator Charles Whitcomb. 
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Dr. Livingston Hinckley, of Newark,'N. J., has resigned the su¬ 
perintendency of the Essex County Hospital for the Insane, which po¬ 
sition he has held for sixteen years. 

It is stated that the State of Illinois has purchased property to the 
extent of nearly $1,500,000 near Alton, for the establishment of a hos¬ 
pital for epileptics. 

Dr. Clark, superintendent of the Kingston Asylum for the Insane, 
Canada, has been appointed a commissioner to investigate the workings 
of the asylum at New Westminster, British Columbia. 

Dr. A. B. Richardson, late superintendent of the Government Hos¬ 
pital for the Insane, has been elected to the chair of mental diseases in 
the Columbian Medical School at Washington, recently made vacant by 
the resignation of Dr. Foster. 

Dr. Lindsay Peters has been appointed resident physician of the 
insane department of Bayview Hospital, the city almshouse, by the 
Board of Supervisors of City Charities of Baltimore, Md. 

Governor Odell has resolved to giv'e a personal hearing on the 
charges of gross extravagance which have been preferred against Super¬ 
intendent William Austin Macy, of the Willard State Hospital, by J. F. 
Mahoney, of the village of Willard, N. Y. 

Dr. Frederick S. Ward has resigned the position of pathologist at 
the Taunton (Mass.) State Insane Hospital, which he has held for the 
past two years, and gone into private practice in Springfield. 

The bill appropriating $25,000 to the Alabama-Bryce Insane Hos¬ 
pital at Tuscaloosa, for the purpose of completing the department for 
negroes at Mount Vernon, was passed by the Senate without a dissent¬ 
ing vote. 

The Hopeworth Sanatorium, Bristol, R. I., a private hospital for 
nervous diseases, was visited by fire recently and the Martha cottage 
was destroyed, entailing a loss of about $6,000. The main building was 
uninjured. 

Dr. Arthur P. Powelson has resigned his position as assistant 
physician at the State Hospital for the Insane at Middleton, N. Y., to 
accept the position of resident physician at the Homoeopathic General 
Hospital at Rochester. 

Dr. C. B. Simcoe, assistant physician at the St. Joseph, Mo., State 
Asylum for the Insane, has been chosen as superintendent of the new 
State Home for the Feeble Minded at Marshall, Mo., opened February 1. 

Dr. George A. Zeller, superintendent of the Hospital for Incurable 
Insane, Illinois, who is now in the Medical Department of the Volun¬ 
teer army in the Philippines, has decided not to return until the expira¬ 
tion of his term of service. 

The State Hospital for the Insane at Norristown, Pa., has been, 
visited by Senator Wentz and Assemblymen Barker, McGlathery and 
De Haven, for the purpose of determining the needs of the institution. 
The hospital has asked for an appropriation of $90,000. 

Rev. Charles E. Conrad, M.D., died recently at Quincy, Ill., aged 
81 years. He went to British India in 1848, and, as the missionary who 
could heal, was much sought after by thousands of the natives. He 
established asylums for lepers and epileptics at Lohordagga, India. 
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Dr. James C. Smith, of”Agency, Mo., has been appointed second as¬ 
sistant at the State Hospital for the Insane, No. 2, St. Joseph, to succeed 
Dr. Charles B. Simcoe, who resigned in December, to take charge of the 
Missouri Colony for the Feeble-Minded and Epileptic at Marshall. 

Dr. T. D. Crothers, of Hartford, Conn., on February 18, began a 
course of lectures “On the Neuroses and Psychoses of Spirit and Drug 
Diseases” at the hall ! of the New York School of Clinical Medicine, 328 
West Forty-second Street, New York City. The lectures are to be 
given on Monday evenings at 8 P. M., and the profession is invited to 
attend. 

Capt. E. R. Rost, I. M. S., civil surgeon, Meiktila, Burma, has 
found a microscopic germ in rice and j'owari grain, and also in the rice 
liquor which the cooleys and sepoys drink. The result of his.experi- 
ments is the conclusion that beriberi is caused by this organism, which 
withstands a remarkably high temperature, so that it is not even always 
destroyed by boiling. 

Owing to the overcrowded condition of the State Hospital for the 
Insane at Augusta, Me., the erection of a new hospital was begun six 
years ago at Bangor. Thus far $440,000 has been expended, of, which 
$35,000 has been advanced by the Governor from his private means, and 
the new hospital is still incomplete. The legislature is 'to be asked for 
a further appropriation of $200,000. 

Dr. Wilson, assistant at the Brockville Asylum, Ontario, has been 
transferred to London, Ont., to take the place of Dr. A. T. Hobbs, who 
has resigned to go into private practice. Dr. Laidlaw, assistant at the 
Orillia Asylum, has been promoted to the vacancy at Brockville, while 
Dr. St. Charles, also of Orillia, has been transferred to Hamilton to 
succeed Dr. Herriman, who has been transferred to the Kingston in¬ 
stitution. 

The board of trustees of the Milwaukee, Wis., Hospital for the 
Insane, at their annual meeting, elected the following officers for the 
ensuing year: President, B. B. Hopkins; vice-president, A. L. Cary; 
secretary, A. F. Wallschlaeger; ex-officio treasurer, the county treas¬ 
urer, Schultz; executive committee, G. E. Gustav Kuechle, David Vance, 
J. W. P. Lombard; visiting committee, Christian Wahl, John F. Burn-* 
ham, Miss Lillian Wall, Mrs. Anna L, Wall, Dr. Ernest Copeland. 

The Medical Association of the Greater City of New York, at 
its last meeting, passed a resolution petitioning the Governor to sustain 
the Pathological Institute of the New York State Hospitals for the In¬ 
sane, and protesting against the threatened subversion, of the work of 
the institute, which has been so highly commended by the scientific men 
of this and other countries. Similar petitions are being sent by other 
medical societies and privately by prominent physicians. 

The State Commission, in Lunacy, in its annual report to the 
Legislature, says there were admitted to the State hospitals last year 
4,795 new cases of insanity, against 4,201 the preceding year. The net 
increase at the close of the year was 714. During the last year there' 
were 1,929 patients discharged as cured, and 900 more sufficiently im¬ 
proved to return home. In the cost of maintenance of 22,000 patients 
there was a gross reduction of $297,171. The amount spent for new 
buildings and extraordinary improvements was $662,948, as against 
$1,126,043 for the preceding year, 1 
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The State Board of Control, of Iowa, has promulgated a new set 
or rules for the government of all county, state and private institutions 
in Iowa in which insane patients are kept. A recently enacted law gives, 
the board power to make, these rules and enforce them. 

A bill introduced in the House of Representatives of Indiana* 
provides for the establishment by,the State of a village for epileptics.. 
The sum of $40,000 is to be appropriated for the purpose of purchasing; 
a tract of not less than 1,000 acres of land, and not more than $160,000» 
for the erection Of buildings. Although the bill goes into many details,. 
it does not suggest any particular site for the colony. 

A new lunacy bill has been drawn up by Drs. Nelson H. Henry 
and John H. Girdner for presentation to the legislature, which provides 
that every judge to whom application is made for the examination of a 
supposedly insane person, shall designate a referee, and that it shall he 
the duty of the latter to be present at the examination conducted by the 
medical experts and certify as to its regularity. The bill also provides ■ 
that to be eligible for the position of medical examiner in lunacy one 
must have had at least two years’ experience in the care of the insane. 

The Grand Jury has filed a scathing presentment denouncing, the 
Bellevue Hospital abuses, and urging the removal of W. B. O’Rourke, 
late superintendent, Michael J. Rickard, late assistant superintendent,., 
and Dr. John W.. Moore, lately in charge of the insane pavilion. They 
found these officials had been grossly incompetent and negligent of their 
duties. District Attorney Philbin will heed this presentment after the 
trial of the three Hilliard nurses. Meanwhile, Commissioner Keller had 
already transferred O’Rourke and Rickard, and suspended and rein¬ 
stated Dr. Moore, and placed Dr. Stewart in the position.of superintend¬ 
ent. Commissioner Keller will, however, heed the. jury’s presentment,, 
and prefer charges against the three officials whose dismissal was recom¬ 
mended, but he will give them a chance to answer the charges before : 
removing them. The Grand Jury, in its report, recommended strenu¬ 
ously that nurses or attendants in the insane'pavilion should be experi-- 
enced trained nurses, and also that the physician in charge of the insane • 
pavilion should be a practitioner trained and experienced in the modern. 1 
treatment of the insane, and not a newly fledged physician. 

The Medical Board of Bellevue Hospital, in its report made to. 
Commissioner Keller, upon the charges recently brought against the 
management of that institution, admits many grave abuses, explains the 
causes of their existence, and outlines practical remedies. Considering ; 
the conduct of the insane pavilion, the Board endorses the recommen- - 
dations already made by the committee of inspection, that the patients.- 
in the insane pavilion be placed under the charge of a competent, weLl- 
qualified physician, with suitable salary, who shall devote his time ex¬ 
clusively to their care. The Board further says that there should also- 
be an assistant resident physician, so that the pavilion may never be 
without the presence of a competent medical attendant, and that the:- 
resident physician should be held absolutely responsible for the con¬ 
dition of every patient. They recommend that the nursing service in,-, 
the insane pavilion should be in the charge of a carefully selected super¬ 
vising graduate nurse, assisted by trained attendants. They deplore- 
the crowded conditions whereby epileptics, cases of hysteria, and even* 
surgical mania are crowded together with alcoholics, but state that such? 
crowding cannot be avoided at present, because there is no other place- 
for. epileptics and cases of hysteria which are noisy. 
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Compulsory treatment of liquor and drug habituEs is the 
■object of a bill to be introduced at the coming session of the Indiana 
Legislature. The bill provides that any habitual drunkard who is a 
•public charge, or likely to become so, may on application to the 
county judge, either in person or by friend or near kin, making oath 
to the facts in the case, be sent to an- institution where inebriates are 
cured. The expense, not to exceed $100, is to be paid by the county 
of which the beneficiary is a resident. Provision is also made for 
the repayment of the money so expended, by the one benefited giving 
his note to the county commissioners and paying it by instalments 
.or as a whole. 

Resolutions have been passed by the Chicago Medical Society, 
'Chicago Pathological Society, Chicago Neurological Society and Chicago 
Society for Internal Medicine, recommending the selection of at least 
four medical internes for each of the state hospitals for the in¬ 
sane; that such internes shall be selected by competitive examinations 
from graduates of the medical colleges in the State, recognized by the 
.State Board of Health, that they shall serve for one year, and receive 
.as compensation lodging, board, washing and $100 at the expiration of 
their term of service, and that the professors of nervous and mental 
diseases of the five medical colleges having the largest number of stu¬ 
dents in attendance shall be the examiners to select these internes, 

Dr. Henry Flood and Dr. E. A. Reilly, of Elmira, N. Y., are 
defendants in an action for $50,000 damages brought by a man whom 
the doctors, after an examination, had pronounced insane. Although a 
commitment was made out the man escaped, and later returned to 
Elmira again. A second commission was appointed to examine him, 
but the • patient took legal measures against the procedure. He was 
brought to New York City and was pronounced sane by Dr. Carlos Mc¬ 
Donald, who examined him. The attempt to have him committed was 
discontinued. He alleges that the local decision declaring him to be 
insane was the cause of his losing his position in Elmira, and necessi¬ 
tated his removal to Brooklyn. 

A resolution has been introduced in the Legislature of New Jersey 
calling for an investigation of the Morris Plains Hospital for the In¬ 
sane. This action has been hastened because of a case in which it was 
charged that the wife of a citizen had been committed to the asylum 
when her friends believed her to be sane. She has recently been ad¬ 
judged in possession of her right mind, and has been released. It is 
•charged that sane persons have .been committed to the hospital several 
times. A revision of the laws will also be asked for. It is hoped that 
some provision will be made for epileptics, so that they may be kept 
.separate from the chronic insane. 



